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Current trends regarding

food safety and food security in Europe 

Biotechnology

Tackles cellular and biomolecular 

processes to develop 

technologies and products for 

human consumption to help 

improve the quality of life and 

health of the entire planet.

“Achieving consensus on the science of food regulations and legislation to ensure
the global availability of safe and wholesome food products for all consumers" 



Purpose:
Increase Food Safety WorldWide

How the food professionals could approach 
possible risks they see from inside a food company?
https://www.globalharmonization.net/wg-global-incident-alert-network

https://www.globalharmonization.net/wg-global-incident-alert-network


A specific GHI Working Group was 
established

Chair / Co-chair 
M. Dalla Rosa - Wu Chin

Mission

➢ Sampling of food for safety is in most countries less than

1%. The chances of government agencies finding serious

food safety incidents before there are victims consequently

are very small. Usually people find out first, thus when it is

too late.

➢ Employees working in the food industry may know and

some are most likely to know about incidents before the

product is put on the market. Employees, however, often do

not dare to report the incident because of the potential

consequences, such as losing their job or demotion.



Objectives

➢ developing an anonymous system to limit the consequences of dangerous

chemicals added to food or the presence of pathogenic microorganisms in food.

The system is intended to enable employees to report such incidents that otherwise

would not be reported fully anonymously - hence to effectively protect

whistleblowers.

➢ an easy-to-find and well-known webpage:

https://whistle.globalharmonization.net. It is now a reporting form with questions

to obtain as many as possible details about the incident. The questions have to be

answered, however, without information that could be used to identify the reporter.

Nevertheless, the information needs to be as complete as possible because there will

be no possibility to ask the anonymous whistle-blower later. The whistleblower

needs to realize that the case can only be addressed with sufficient details.

➢ Using its global network GHI will check if the report is real or is meant to 

defame a company and individuals, take revenge or inappropriate humor.



Developing a questionnaire to be filled in anonymous way by food

professionals or technicians working in companies. 











https://whistle.globalharmonization.net





The certification 

process of Experts in the 

Global Incident Alert 

Network of GHI, start  in 

August 2021. 

The first 

certification was for Prof. 

MD, Yong Li, from 

Australia.
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To date, 49 certificates have been issued, 

from 26 countries, 

on 5 continents





Examples of the whistleblowing (2022) 



Case study ROMANIA

From discussions held with 45 people from Romania, in connection with the

production and/or marketing of food, the following was found:

➢ Only one vaguely heard about the GHI action

➢ 80% agree with the whistleblowing, but under the guarantee of anonymity

➢ 86.7% believe that for now in Romania there is no law to protect the whistleblower

➢ 35.6% trust the boss/employer, that he will not allow a food to reach the consumer

if it is not compliant.

➢ 11.11% admitted that they knew sometime about some non-conformities, not very

serious (!?!?), but preferred not to report them, for fear of upsetting their bosses

and/or losing their jobs.



Case study ROMANIA

„The importance of whistleblowing and whistleblower protection is increasingly

recognized by regulators around the world. Nevertheless, the state of whistleblowing

legislation varies from country to country, with some having no specific legislation,

others having fairly comprehensive legislation”. ...

... „Many laws focus on the reporting mechanism and not enough on the

protection of whistleblowers and their needs. The negative impact of bullying and

harassment of employees on food safety management has not yet been fully recognized

and this practice is not yet considered a critical food safety failure”.

(„STATUS OF WHISTLEBLOWING LEGISLATION IN THE FOOD SECTOR IN

SELECTED COUNTRIES”, Yasmine Motarjemi, Peter Overbosch and Huub Lelieveld,

GHI Working Group Ethics in Food Safety Practices, Vienna, 2 September 2021”

➢ Romania is mentioned as a country which have a more or less developed legislation 

on the subject.

➢ „



Case study ROMANIA

Food safety laws and regulations

➢ Law no. 150/2004 regarding the safety of food and animal feed

➢ Order 45 /2012 regarding the market control of nutritional and health

claims written on food products

➢ Decision no. 723/2011 regarding the establishment of the legal framework

necessary for the application of Regulation (EC) no. 1.924/2006 of the

European Parliament and of the Council of December 20, 2006 regarding

nutritional and health claims on food products

➢ Emergency ordinance no. 97/2001 regarding the regulation of food 

production, circulation and marketing

➢ ...



Case study ROMANIA

Institutions and organizations in relation with Food safety
➢ National Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety Authority, (A.N.S.V.S.A.) 

➢ State inspection in the food industry

➢ National Authority for Consumer Protection, (ANPC)

➢ Autoritatea Europeană pentru Siguranța Alimentară

➢ ... 

Consumer complaints on food quality

to National Authority for Consumer Protection, (ANPC)

(Ex. Timiș County)



Case study ROMANIA

https://www.roaliment.ro

The "Consumer Caravan" campaign - control of the commissioners of the National 

Authority for Consumer Protection (ANPC), at a unitary level, throughout the country - 

extensive control actions took place, in September, 2022, in Lugoj and Timisoara:

➢ Control of economic operators in food field.

➢ definitive stoppage of the sale of more than 2 tons of non-compliant food products

➢ the lack of information about the allergens that the preparations may contain

➢ improper conditions for the sale of food products (infestation with 

cockroaches/flies/parasites, products stored directly on the pavement, etc.)

➢ non-compliance with food storage temperatures, in accordance with the manufacturers' 

specifications.



Proposal for Global Incident Alert Network in Romania 



✓ It is recommended that the GHI develop an international guideline outlining best 

practice, i.e., the optimal procedures for reporting, investigating and handling 

complaints, as well as requirements for employee protection. 

✓ Till now, in Romania, with Expert Certificate is Prof.dr. Anca Miron,

(University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Iași, Romania), with the task to judge the

validity of anonymous incident reports submitted.

✓ The certification process remains open to specialists.

✓ raising social awareness of the workers from food industry 

✓ promoting whistleblowing in the food sector and setting requirements specific to 

food safety.

✓ Promotion GHI – Global Incident Aert Network

https://www.globalharmonization.net/wg-global-incident-alert-network

Proposal for Global Incident Alert Network in Romania 

https://www.globalharmonization.net/wg-global-incident-alert-network


Mulțumesc pentru atenția acordată!  

Website: https://www.globalharmonization.net/

dumitru_mnerie@yahoo.com
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